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Looking For What Is Good in Nicaragua

Local man sees for himself

by Howard Goerringer

Tallahasseean Howard Goeringer travelled to Nicaragua recently, on a visit sponsored
by Witness for Peace. Started a year and a half ago, Witness for Peace is a biblically based
community of U.S. citizens who stand with the Nicaraguan people by acting in
non-violent resistance to U.S. covert or overt ‘ntervention in that country, and to help
mobilize public opinion and change U.S. foreign policy to one which fosters justice,
[friendship and peace.

Each month three group members recruited by a volunteer coordinator go to
Nicaragua for two weeks after a two day orientation. Each member pays his or her own
expenses (approximately $800).

While in Nicaragua the group has access to many leaders from all segments of society.
All-but four days in Managua are spent in outlying areas in the war zone working with and
talking to the people.

' went to Nicaragua looking for what 1s good because | believe the Sandinista
government should be given at least as much support as our government gave to the three
Somoza dictatorships for almost half a centurv which left the country in shambles.

After deliberately exposing ourselves to all segments of that society, here are some facts
we can document.

One. an open and honest election is planned for November 4. Every 20,000 people will
elect one member to a National Assembly responsible for a new constitution that will
express the will of the majority. | think it’s called democracy in the U.S.

But the contras are not allowed respresentation, some say. A he! Except for about 600
of the old Somoza gang, a blanket amnesty has been offered to all contras who will lay
down their arms and live as peaceful citizens. Like everyone else they can have their
political party and vote. The government will not negotiate with the top leaders who, they
claim, were responsible for almost 50,000 killings before July 19, 1979, and thousands of
deaths since. They must be treated as war criminals.

Ninety two percent of Nicaraguans 16 years of age and older have registered to vote on
a non partisan basis. We saw registration lists posted in every community we visited.
Seven parties have candidates who are free to speak and travel. Sweden and France have
assisted with the electoral plan, and many countries, including the U.S. have been invited
to observe the election. This is not the totalitarian dictatorship conjured up by the Reagan
mentality. After our Revolution it took eleven vears to hold our first election. Nicaragua
is doing it in five.

Women at a meeting of AMHLAE (Nicaragua’s national women's organization) in San
Juandel La Mi. They proudly discussed gains of women in Nicaragua including: enforced
father’s support of abandoned families; equal rights for spouses after separation; day care
programs; cooperatives in which women learn productive trades; prostitution banned,;
equal pay for men and women who harvest crops.

The day before leaving Nicaragua. our Witness for Peace group listened to Robert
Fretz from the U.S. Embassy tell us there is nothing good about the Sandinista
government. Why? Because the word from the White House is, “the Sandinista
government must go.”

On October 2 Curtis Winsor, Jr.. the U.S. ambassador to Costa Rica told a group of
fellow Republicans that Nicaragua 1s hike an "infected piece of meat that attracts only
insects™” and should be compared to Hitler’s Nazis in the 1930s. Why? Because he got the
word that the Sandinistas must go.

In the recent vice presidential debate George Bush said that Dan Ortega, FLSN
candidate for President, was opposed to the Church; Nicaragua’s human rights record 1s
far worse than El Salvador’s; the government is hostile to the Pope and embarrasses the
Catholic Church; and the coming election is a farce. Why? Because he is loval to his
Commander who says “the Sandinista government must go.” Inall of this rhetoric, truth
is the real victim, not Nicaragua.

Yesterday someone said to me, “When people go to Nicaragua they find what they're
looking for.” In one sense that’s correct because every country is a mix of good and bad
and both can be found. What the Reagan administration is doingis twisting much of what
is good in Nicaragua and making it look bad to justify our ‘silent war’ against a people
who have attacked no one. The Sandinista government, hike every other government in
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‘Funeral for Armando Espinoza, 35 years old, married, one child, member of army, killed
day before in nearby area by contras. In foreground are two members of militia, many of
whom are youngsters 13 and 14 years old.

the world. is far from perfect, but every Christian missionary | talked to said itis a viable
government and should be supported, not mutilated. The alternative i1s a puppet
government which would never be supported by the majority of Nicaraguans who have
found something they have never had before — a sense of emancipation from impenal
wealth and power that is still trying to buy them. I don't think they can be bought by the
ClA. They have something money can't buy. -

Second., we saw evidence of a government that. 1s addressing human nights. For
example. we visited one of seven farm prisons without walls and without guards that
allows former members of the National Guard to spend time with their families, learn a
vocation, and work on a farm to grow their food. One of them proudly showed us his
paintings and sang as he played a guitar. These rehabilitation farms compare with the best
in our criminal system.

The death penalty has been abolished and the government has its own human rights
commission, one of whose members is a nun who has been working with the poor of
Nicaragua for the last 23 years.

We also listened to the director of an opposition human rights group who histed some
atrocities which may well be true, but to compare the human rights record of Nicaragua
with El Salvador whose death squads have murdered 42,000 civilians over the last five
vears, as George Bush does, is to throw truth on the scrap pile.

Of the three newspapers, the opposition paper La Prensa is censored, but only in
military matters that threaten the nation during the present war.

As the U.S. moved its Japanese Americans into camps during World War 11, the
Sandinista government resettled Misquito Indians (not in prison camps) to protect the
northeast coast from invasion by the contras. A Moravian pastor who 1s one of them told
us about suffering involved in the resettlement, but claimed it was justified as a military
strategy. Amnesty has been given to all Misquito Indians who rebelled against the
goverment.

We asked the U.S. Embassy to protest the kidnapping of FSILN candidate Ray Hooker
while campaigning near the Costa Rican border only to be laughed at and told “one man’s
terrorist is another man's freedom fighter.”  have a copy of a CIA manual distributed by
the contras telling Nicaraguans how “selective use of violence™ can be used to overthrow
the government. When it comes to human rights, the fact is that our “silent invasion™ of
Nicaragua is the cruelist kind of terrorism in that country as key leaders are iquidated to
demoralize the people. The result has been the distribution of guns to all families and
militarization of a whole nation in order to survive our attack. The hypocrisy of Reagan’s
criticism of the military buildup is that it is our very invasion that has forced even the
children to learn how to use a gun. Incidentally, a totalitarian State would not distribute
guns to its pecople because they know they could be used against the tyrant.

Unlike Reagan. the people of Nicaragua do not have communism on the brain. We
tried to draw a group of high school students into a discussion about Marxism, and we
drew a blank. Their hero is Sandino. not Castro or Marx. We saw the silhouette of
Sandino on the walls of countless homes all over the country. This 1s'the man who gave
himself to rid Nicaragua of the U.S. Marines who occupied his native soil from 1912 to
1933. No wonder the military of the U.S. doesn’t like the name Sandinista. Hisspirit of a
free country is the spirit of their revolution, not totalitarianism, not Marxism.

Ina very real sense Nicaragua is aiming at a pluralism that puts our two party system to
shame. since most of the time it is impossible to tell them apart. They are trying to learn
from every svstem and every country in the world. They have used Marx to help them
analvze svstems that work to the advantage of the rich and the disadvantage of the poor.
Marx has helped them see the problem. but they do not accept an atherstic and
materialistic world view. Their world view is Christ centered as4s evident in many offices
of the government occupied by priests and those of religious order.

A new svnthesis of Christianity. capitalism. socialism, the tool of Marxian analysis,
and other ingredients is happening in Nicaragua today. They speak ofitas the“process.”
In their new kind of Bible study in so called base communities of the church they are
learning that God does not ordain many to be poorand a few to be rich. It is the religion of
the prophets. not the civil rehigion ot Ronald Reagan.
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A Cooperative Newspaper for the Tallahassee Community

The Collective —

Mrw Teich, Carmy Greenwood, Frank Brown,
Linda Miklowitz, Lisa Krehbiel Kathy Blaha

Contributor to This Issue — TanaMclLane

Back cover photo by Frank Brown

Ad Sales This Issue — Larry Teich

Article and announcement deadline is the Thursday one week before our
publishing dates. We have an editorial meeting at that time and what is selected
for the upcoming issue is agreed upon at that time, with rare exception. Please
contact us personally if you cannot meet this deadline, so we can still plan to
preview your article. Thanks

Please address all inquiries: SPECTRUM, 625 E. Brevard St.,
Tallahassee, FL 32308, 904/224-7222.
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THE BIRTH CENTRE  224-0490

of Tallakassce, Tnc. '

offers

* well-woman gynecological services

* complete maternity care
(labor & delivery)

* physical exams and pap tests
* family planning services
* pregnancy testing

260 E. 6th Avenue OPEN HOUSE - Sun. Nouv. 18 1+ 5

IHolist Jan E. Jensen, D.C.
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vOUR KEY TOBETTER HEALTH

% ChiropracTtic Health Care
* Traditional AcupuncTURE

by Barbara Mitchell
Licensed ACUPUNCTURIST
* HomeopaTthic Remedies
* Complere nuTriTiONAL EVvaluaTION

A Wholistic Approach To Preventive Health Care
For appointmenT call 222-2952

908 N. Gadsdgn

COPYRIGHT © 1983, BEAGLE BROS INC
(BEAGLE BROS PUBLISHES APPLE || SOFTWARE )

SPECTRUM'’s

Evolution

by Frank Brown

The SPECTRUM you are holding in
your hands as you read this i1s quite dif-
ferent from previous issues. Although 1t
may look similar —- same size, similar
types of articles -- our production method
has radically changed.

The paper is now being produced almost
completely in our own homes. We are
using personally owned microcomputers
to enter all copy, and then transmitting the
stories electronically to a new typesetter,
who provides us with typeset galleys which
we lay outonto pages on Carmy and Lisa’s
ping-pong table. About the only thing we
still use a graphics lab for is camera work.

This all came about as a result of losing
our former production shop contract.
When we looked around and examined
our resources, the new method emerged as
by far the most cost-effective. It also
enables us to keep our ad rates low.

It’s going to take some getting used to.
Since there aren't three machines in a row
at anyvone's house, production i1s more
decentralized, which means the whole
group isn’t together as much as before, and
some of the collective feeling 1s diffused.

Overall 1 am excited by this evolution,
perhaps more by its promise than the
actual physical changes themselves.
Goodbye to paper jams and light leaks
which required retyping entire galleys.

Goodbye to smelly processing chemicals
on my hands and breathing in the lab’s
fumes for 8-hour stretches. Goodbye to
patient Flambeau staffers waiting forusto
leave their work stations.

I’'m certain the new way will have its own
problems. But | feel confident that they
will be worked out satisfactorily.

All this new computer stuff has not
changed the volunteer nature of SPEC-
TRUM. As much as ever betore, we are
totally dependent on volunteer writers and
production assistance, Due to our changes,
anyone with a microcomputer, word pro-
cessing software and a modem may now
help us out through making your equip-
ment and yourself available tor copy entry.
And writers who are equipped can send
stories electronically, saving us the task of
retyping 1t all. But we still accept type-
written articles; even handwritten stuff 1s
considered (keep it neat, please). This
paper exists for the community: 1t 1s what
we can make It,

You may note that it is election time
again, and no political interviews grace
these pages. Don’t be fooled: we are all
going to the polls to vote against Reagan,
and for the candidates of our choice. We
urge our readers to do the same: 1'd be
shocked if our enlightened readership.. .oh
never mind.

Terry Anne Kant, M.S.

Licensed Mental Health Counselor

L

e Crisis Intervention
e Alternative Lifestyles
e Addictions

e Women's Health/PMS

Sliding Fee Scale

e Victim Support Services

Professional Counseling Associates, Inc.

506 Cactus Street/Tallahassee

NATIVE NURSERIES

“The Store for
Nature Lovers’

386-8882

1661 Centervilie Rd.
Tues.-Sat. * 8 am-6 pm

576-1111
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MATURE'S WAY
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December 2
Windham Hill
Recording Artist

MICHAEL HEDGES

January 13
Progressive Folk Quartet

TRAPEZOID

Tentatively Scheduled for Spring

ALEX deGRASSI
LIZ STORY
SCOTT COSSU

Hear these artists featured on Tim
Donovan's Sunday Night Jazz Show on

FMB%8

1932 W. Tennessee St.
(Winn Dixie Shopping Ctr)
224-4525
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community
Valerie Hunt was a community and
announcemen co-op member whose body was found

after a long disappearance. Her family and
friends and the police still do not have
enough information to know what hap-
pened to her.

According to the Wakulla County
Sheriff’s department, Ms. Hunt’s white
over red 1963 Plymouth Valiant was dis-
covered at Lofton Pond on Sam Allen &8
Road near Springhill Road in Tallahassee S888

Wanted: Community Organizer for American Friends Service CommittecPeace and
Justice Program. Staff support for feminist, women's peace group. Plus, either
organizing in the black community, or for peace education in the schools. Good
communication skills., knowledge of peace and justice issues, and organizing experience
essential. Car needed. $1,080 a month and benefits. Applications needed by Nov. 30.
Affirmative action, equal opportunity employer. Contact AFSC, 130 19th Ave.
Southeast, St. Petersburg, 33705 (813) 822-35522.

June 16.
Hunt was last seen at the Westwood *i§
Canopy Federal Credit Union, Tallahassee’s money co-op for all food and other type Shopping Center on June 11. On Septem- &
co-op members, is in need of volunteers as tellers and office personnel. Please call Joan at ber 16, the remains of Ms. Hunt weref§
224 9290 for information or stop by the office at 649 W. Gaines St. discovered in a wooded area south of Hwy. :'5'15_

267 in Wakulla County.
Anyone who visited the Lofton Pond &

The Hispanic Student Union (HSU) is a new FSU student organization founded to area on June 11 or who may haveseen Ms. .~ |
promote unity among the Hispanics in Tallassee and to promote Hispanic culture and the Hunt or her car on that day are asked to k 4
Spanish language. HSU is presenting a play. “La Carreta™ on Saturday, Nov. 10 at 8:00 contact: Sgt. Roxie Vause, ¢/o Wakulla b 5;;-;*-55 L
pm in FSU’s Moore Auditorium. “La Carreta™ is a play about the social economic County Sheriff's Dept., P.O. Box 160, il SRR
conditions of Puerto Ricans livingin New York City in the late 1940’ - early 1950's. For Crawfordville, FL 32327, phone 904 -4%¥-
more information on either the play. “La Carreta,” or the HSU, call 222-9886. 0432 or 904-926-7171; or Investigator

John Livings, ¢/o Leon County Sheriff’s

Dept.. P.O. Box 727, Tallahassee, FL,
The Tallahassee Junior Museum now has openings in preschool classes. A class for 32302, phone 904-222-4740. Valerie Hunt

three year olds meets Wednesday mornings for six weeks. Classes for three-and -a-half to
five vear olds meet Tuesdays and Thursdays on a monthly basis and Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays for the school year. Call the museum at 575-8684 or 576 - 1636
for more information.

The Tallahassee Senior Citizens Center is pleased to announce that 1985 Art Folio
Calendars have arrived! Featuring paintings by local senior citizens. the calendar is a
major fundraising project for the Senior Citizens Center and 1s vital to 1ts financial
support. The calendar itself is a result of art classes oftered at the center. Cost of each
calendar is $3.00 and supports the Tallahassee Senior Citizens Center and its programs.
Calendars may be purchased at the Senior Citizens Center at the Old Armory on North
Monroe St. or at local newsstands.

Volunteers needed: to hug mentally handicapped individuals during the Special
Olympics; to sit with terminally - ill persons: to make tapes of computer and accounting
classes for a blind individual: to rescarch information about day care facilities in Florida:
to transport blind individuals; to be a friend and help write letters with a young cerebral
palsy woman; to assist with clerical work. Share your free time with an individual or a
non profit agency in need. To respond or for more information contact the Volunteer
Center of Leon County at 307 E. 7th Ave.. Suite 201 222 6263.

Organized within the last year, Agape House in Tallahassee teaches the total rejection of
41l war based on the life and teachings of Jesus. Agape House invites readers of Spectrum
to their meetings every Monday night at 7:30 p.m. at 1113 E. Tennessee St. Also listen to
their radio show on Sunday, 4:15 p.m. on WCVC, AM 1330.

B

Stress Management Clinic
of North Florida

Donna L. Gillette, Ph.D.

i NORTH FLORIDA

WOMEN'S HEALTH & COUNSELING SERVICES,,inc.
PREGNANCY TESTING

"

2418 N. Monroe &t.. #130 Office (904) 385-8440
Tallahassee. forida 32303 Residence (904) 997-8440

Abortions- 1st Trimester
Gynecological Exams
Pre-Natal Care

Referral Service

Mental Health Counseling ..,
Relationship & Family ;

Counseling
Educational Workshops

Rainbow Cycles

More Bikes Than Anyone!
FUJI @ NISHIKI @ TREK

PEUGEOT @ GITANE @ JAMIS WOODBUTCHER'S

SPECIALIZED 10-SPEEDS

126 Salem Ct., Suite B# Magnolia Office Center For Appointment. call

Tallahassee, Florida 877-31 83

ATRs @ CRUISERS ® MORE STAINED GLASS STUDIO “/;ﬂl’l-f’n articles created

A Professional Studio from Nature's essentials
One day Specializing In
professional Architectural Leaded Glass DAS STUDIO
service on all Mon - Fri 10-5 »
makes & models Eves & Sat. by appointment §
Free |
Estimates! § | 1237 Airport Drive  Tallahassee, Florida | | & x pecCt the Best 694-3 Industrial Drive

Railroad Square Tallahassee, FL 32304

Tues. Wed. Thurs. 9-5
681-1860

878-5548

Located Directly Across From
the Hospital on 6th Ave.

631 W Tennessee St.  Next to Steve s Ice Cream

NPV
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l Working For Safer
Bikeways

by Kathy Blaha

Concerned bicyclists rally at City Hall. " Qa
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Whereas, the City Commission of the City of Tallahassee, Florida recognizes the need for
planning, implementation, and maintenance of policies, programs and facilities for the
safe and efficient integration of the bicvele into the urban area transportation sysiem,
Now therefore be it resolved by the City Commission of the City of Tallahassee, Florida:
the creation of an Urban Area Bicvcle Advisory Committee.

After four vears of fighting for recognition and their fair share of the road, bicyclhists in
lallahassee have succeeded in two very important ways: October 9, the City Commussion,
at their regularly scheduled meeting, voted to create an Urban Area Bicycle Advisory
Committee and to charge that group to work with city staff to draw up a comprehensive
bikeway plan through the year 2010,

Capital City Cyclists (CCC). the local bike club, and other area cyclists have battled
city hall steadily for four years on issues ol bicycling education and salety. bikeway
construction, and recognition of the bicycle as a serious alternative to the automobile.
And a majority of Commissioners consistently argued:

1) There were few bicyclists in Tallahassec:

2) They used their bicycles for recreation and:

3) Their area of travel was concentrated in and around the city’s universities.

The image. strength. and persistence of local bicyclists in Tallahassee couldn't have
been more wrong.

When the city dropped two proposed bikeway construction projects alfter local
businesses. in one case. and adjacent property owners in another, objected, bicyclists
began turning out in great numbers at City Commission meetings. The city’s original
plam approved by the Metropolitan Planning Organization in 1980, budgeted bikeway
construction through 1986. Bikeway construction was to -be routine on all new
construction and reconstruction of city roads.

By June 1984, the city’s bicyclists were keenly aware of the need to bring their
constituency to the City Commission. At the June 12 Commission meeting more residents
were present at the meeting for the bicycling issue than had ever turned out for any other
issue at a City Commission meeting.

This growing dissatisfaction on the part of a growing number of city residents
prompted the City Commission earlier this year to request that a survey be conducted to
determine the demand for bikeways in Tallahassee. The results, released in September.
showed overwhelming support for bikeways and increased city expenditures tor bikeway
construction. Over ninety percent of the individuals polled indicated a strong willingness
to pay for construction of bikeways. A majority would pay bike licensing tees while nearly
everyone supported the concept of spending tax dollars for bikeway construction. And
most importantly. over ninety percent of the respondents felt that bikeways should be
; Spa e e 2 added when a road is scheduled for reconstruction. It is rare, commented the FSU study

. SRr bk 3 | team that conducted the survey. that you can find an issue where such an overwhelming
Photo by Frank Brown majority of community residents agree.

STATE AMTA
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SAV[NG MON EY N Is Being Formed:

WitH WoOD HEAT W et Night
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NEVER GOES OUT e Investment: Land In a Loving Beginning in January

OF STYLE Offering a wide range R Holistic Education & Therapy
: of books on topics such as: Hazel Henderson, author of B Stk of. ith bk

v~ CENTRAL AMERICA Politics Of the Solar Age says: helping others...
v~ PEACE MOVEMENT “This practical guide is every-
~ SPIRITUALITY body's dream — a mortgage-free
~ FEMINISM & MORE! home in a caring community.
WOMEN'S MUSIC
P] = | BUTTONS & CARDS
THE FIRF CES BY RUBBER STAMPS
VERMONT CASTINGS

THE “,;(%‘(())[l)l ES 10VE Mon.-Sat. 10:30-6:30 pm | gusriutes.

' | 45 102 ] Florida Institute of Natural Health
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[Leon County Food Co-op

7 NN/ 7

r’;ﬁ“ j‘f‘gi

In bookstores and by mail.

W 1] der? Write for free information or
e special oraer. send $8.50. Money back

e == =




Photo by Lisa Krehbiel
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Almost tifty percent of the respondents were daily or frequent riders. Most ride their
bikes for recreation or exercise, and lrequent nders were found to live in areas
surrounding the universities. But what surprised the Commission was the number of
bicvclists who commute to and from work (9.57¢) and the high percentage of users outside
the university arca.

At the Commission’s recent meeting in early October, with the Commission chamber
once again filled with bicyclists, they voted to review the 1980 plan and appoint an
advisory committee, but bikeway construction would be concentrated in those areas of
the city where the neced was greatest. Commssioner Jack McLean, who called for the
review of the bike plan, argued that the city was spending money to create bikeways in a
haphazard manner. without directing the money to those areas with the greatest bike use.
Bill Armstrong, representing Capital City Cyelists, argued instead that *...vou cannot
predict where a bicycle 18 going to be.”

The crux of the conflict over bikeways 1s whether the bicycle 1s a form of
transportation, or a form ol recreation that can be restricted to certain roads. Dan
Burden, the Bicvele Coordinator for Flonidas Department of Transportation (DOT)
pointed out at the October 9 meeting how Florida leads the nationas  both a role model,
and 1n providing techmical expertise in developing programs in bikeway planning and
bicvcle education. *Today. every roadway funded with state money will be designed with
the bicycle in mind,™ Burden argued that there has been a change of philosophy at DO
and by the State Legislature as a result of something the public wants, *We have left
behind the luxury of thinking about places where we expect bicvelists to be.™ he said.

“You cannot predict where a bicyclist is going to
be.”

As part of the review and development of a comprehensive plan, the Commission voted
to plan adult commuter routes where they are needed  primarily in the northwest and
southwest parts of town, and to give preference in planning bikewayvs to routes that can be
created along existing streets through methods that don’t cost much. The most
controversial decision of the Commission was a change in city policy herctolore: to
provide bikeways on new construction projects, or reconstruction, on a case by case
basis. instcad of automatically. Mavor Spriggs. long a supporter of city bikeways. called
this move backwards.

“To some degree it weakened the bikeway program.”™ Spriggs said. "It was very clear
(before) that the presumption was in favor ol bikeways on all connecting and arterial
roads. Now we're facing an individual determination every time,”

Bicyelists. having at long last gained the recognition of the entire Commission, were
more positive. 1 feel theyre heading in the right direction.” commented Bill Armstrong.
“This 1s what we were looking lor lour years ago a comprehensive plan for a
comprehensive need.” ¥

'hough the path for bikeways still may not be paved. bicychists have brought
recognition to an issue whose constituency continues to grow, And the Commission has
strengthened the issue with a recognized committee and a plan which they will eventually
mark with their stamp of approval.

* Vintage & Antique

Natural Fiber Clothing Clothing
American & Imported * Imported Cotton
Clothing

* Hats & Sweaters from

South America
* Cotton Chinese Shoes

* Chinese & Silver
Enamel Earrings
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* Cotton & Silk Sashes
* Children’s Cotton

Specialty Clothing

* And Lots more!

* Recycled Clothing
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- & More *

Because it’s Good... *
Sho’ Nuff! *

Moxie Mercantile Company *
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Turn at the barbershop
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Tallahassee’s Changing Bikeway

Philosophy

Add years to your life.
add. life to your years

DRAKE'S
HEALTH CLUB &
MASSAGE STUDIO

Therapeutic Massage for
Men & Women

Al Drake
Registered Massage Therapist

Gift Certificates

now selling remedies
from the

Edgar Cayce readings
and massage oils

' Registered Massage Therapists

Backtrax Records & Tapes
BUY e SELL ® TRADE

Tobacco Pipes ® Blank Tape ® Buttons

Open Mon. thru Sat.  222-1765 311 W. Brevard St. 222-5364
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; 714 Basin St., behind W. Tenn. St. Krystal
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Working On A Solid Foundation

The massive house sat precariously on a
chiff. It wasn’t the precipice that posed the
danger per se. The ground under the
structure was solid and reassuring: no
runaway rocks or sliding dirt offered in-
timations of a pending collapse. It was the
house itself that issued the threat.

Perched high on wooden legs that had
once been cause for boastful pride, the
house now shook in the wind. It seemed to
stammer a creaky warning any time some-
one walked up the stairs. Years of exposure
and apathy had rendered the foundation
vulnerable and the house was not shy
about telling the family that lived there.

The curious thing was that nobody who
lived in the house seemed to care. They all
went on living as if the fragile pillars would
last forever. " This house was built to last,”
they reminded each other. as if looking
backward would insure the future.

The sound of rotting lumber chips
falling to the ground became a lullaby of
indifference. “That’s just the house set-
tling.” they would say. "They all do that.”

One morning the spell of nertia was
broken by Helen’s scream. She awoke
from a dream in which the house had fallen
to its wooden knees and pitched headlong
down the abyss. Grateful to be awake and
alive. Helen rushed outside to inspect the
underside of the house. She was horrified
by what she saw.

The wooden supports were a sickly,
peeling gray. Her hand brushed one beam
and strips of wood fell to the ground. She
could see the posts pitch slightly as some-
one crossed the living room floor above
her.

Propelled by a sense of urgeney. Helen
bounded up the first few steps, remem-
bered what she had just witnessed, and
delicately walked the rest of the way. Once
on the landing she burst into the hving

room.
“We are in trouble! This house 1s

standing on borrowed time. I we et those

-

A PANTastic!

on all boys and girls slacks & jeans

beams go for much longer. we'll all wake
up one night to the sound of our home
crashing down the chiff face,” she said.

Helen's words fell upon stunned faces.
An unspoken vow of silence had been
broken. Finally. Ron answered: “What are
you getting so emotional about? Are you
trying to get us upset? This house was built
to last forever, remember, that's what we
were told. You don’t know a thing about
construction so why should we listen to
you!"

Helen roped in her anger and said, "l
know what | see. and this house will not
last much longer unless we fix 1t.”

The others began to fidget in their seats.
As if rotating om a single neck they turned
towards Ron. “Listen Helen,” he said.
“You're upset, no clear judgment can come
from such high emotion. We all hive here.
and we've never seen anything that threat-

ens us. Why don’t you lie down and rest”

Ron's words seemed to have a soothing
effect. The rest of the family wanted to
believe there was no danger. so they did.
Bill said. “Ron’s right, things have never
been better around here. Besides none of us
know anvthing about building. If the
experts say the house will last, that’s good
enough for me.” And he went out to work
in his garden. which rested between the
house and the cliff face. If the house
collapsed it would take the vegetables with
it as it plummeted down the chif.

Helen was incredulous that her famly
could ignore such a clear and present
danger. Myriad feelings surfaced in her
consctousness. She wanted to reach out
and shake her entire family as they re-
turned their attention to the tv screen. She
wanted to shout out her anger and cry oul
her hurt. She wanted to gather her be-
longings and tlee. But this last thought was
erased as a serics of images played across
her mind. In a burst of time travel she
relived many loving moments in the house.
It had sheltered. nurtured. and entertained
her. She could never leave it to die.

Fresh is Best!
Sandwiches & Salads
Homemade Treats

111 E. College Ave. (904) 222-3253
Tallahassee, FL Mon.-Fri. 7-4 pm

sale

Sizes 1 ~ 18 (while supplies last)

1211 Apalachee Parkway
(Next to Chuck E. Cheese)

877-9171
Mon-Sat 9-7

She stepped through her reverie onto the
porch and looked out across the garden to
the rocks below. Sarah and Michael ap-
peared on either side of her and Sarah
whispered. *We want to help you fix the
house.”

Helen gently touched Sarah’s cheek
and smiled wearily. She knew that this was
the start of something that would not let
her go until her home was safe. She also
realized that many more members of the
family would have to get involved 1if they
were to reverse the spiralling damage to
their support system.

Ihe three of them spent a portion of
cach day pouring over books oncarpentry.
It was like learning a foreign language.
[entatively they experimented with dif-
ferent approaches to replacing the rotten
wood. Tension tightened around them as
thev realized how much work needed to be
done insuch a short time. Beingignored by
their housemates raised the emotional
stakes.

“If they only took a little time each day.
together we could save this house.” said
Michael. After a particularly tryving after-
noon he said. *Maybe they're right. Mavbe
this house is stronger than we think.”
Sarah and Helen surrounded hint in their
arms and they fell to giggling about the
plight ot The I hree Housckateers.

Often Helen would find hersell ham-
mering with her tears falling to the ground
in rhyvthm with her strokes.

One rainy afternoon a glow ot light
shone underncath the house. It came from
the presence of three family members who
brought food. tools and an cagerness to
participate. Helen, Sarah and Michacl felt
like kids at a birthday party.

University Plaza Shopping Center
1916 W. Tenn St Tallahassee, FL1. 32304

Bt e sede e L S

THE JEWELERS
GALLERY

A showcase for local artists
featuring:

e Original Jewelry
¢ Painting
® Baskets
e Photo Etching
® Sculpture
® Weaving

e Art Glass

Jack Rink, Owner
“For all your jewelry repair
and design needs."’

119 S. Monroe (downtown)
681-9067

by Ira Shorr

Now doubt and fear mingled with

laughter and hope. And a stange thing:

happened. The wood had been chipping
away as if it were a clock ticking towards
an alarming end. But the added energy of
loving hands had a curious effect. There
was a subtle slowing of deterioration as 1l
the house itself was tryving to save it’s own
life. It’s survival was now up in the air,
resting in the hearts and minds of those
whose help was so desperately needed.

Ira Shorr works with the Tallahassee
Peace Caalition (TPC), and iy a frequent
contributor to SPECTRUM. TPC has a
monthlh newsletter which helps members
keep in touch with local peace efforts and
CONgres vional h*},{:_n"unﬂn on survival issues.
He can be reached ar P.O. Box 451,

lothing &
GEAR fOR

206 W. College Ave.
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
Telephone (904) 222-5608

FeministT Therapy & MediaTion

402 E. Park Ave.

Sliding Scale Fees

224-7277




the realm of workability.

the idea, but a concession to space and time constraints.

index together.

The format should be mostly self-explanatory, but the numbers in the right-most
column need to be explained. They are the issue number, followed after a colon by the

page number the article begins on in that issue. FB

INDEX: SEPTEMBER 1982 — SEPTEMBER 1984

ABORTION

“I'm supporting abstinence’
Anti-abortion legislation defeated
ACUPUNCTURE

Florida leads in licensing

If it hurts -- stick it!

ANIMAL RIGHTS
Demonstrations against abuse
ARCHITECTURE

1/27/83 Raulerson, Clare
6/-/83 Miller, Sam

3/-/84 Greenwood, Carmy
3/-/84 Krehbiel, Lisa

3/10/83 Paulhus, Marc

Innovative Architecture 8/31/84 Krehbiel, Lisa
ART

Dinner party, the: more than art 9/-/82 Crowley, Red
ASTROLOGY

To everything there is a season 1/-/84 Brand, Gary
BICYCLING

Bike shorts 3/-/84 Brown, F./Burden, L.

BOOK REVIEWS

Down to earth vegetable gardening
How to grow more vegetables

Magic of sassafrass, cypress & indigo
Revolution & food in Nicaragua
Reweaving the web of life

Ruth Stout: gardener & philosopher
Veaggie Folklore

3/10/83 Cardea, Norine
3/10/83 Bunch, Morgan
9/-/82 Greenwood, Carmy
3/10/83 anon

1/27/83 Rauch, Sherry
3/10/83 Bunch, Morgan
8/31/84 Blaha, Kathy

Viet Wisdom 8/31/84 Lama, Joe
Peace coalition suggestions for reading 12/9/82 Peace, Roger
BOOKSTORE

Well-stocked bookstore offers 1/-/84 Dixon, Gail
BOYCOTTS

8/31/84 anon
6/-/83

Farmworkers Urge Publix Boycot
Review: Infact Update
CAMPING

Florida parks, a guide; review 12/9/82 Brunger, Robert

Canopy Federal Credit Union 11/-/83 anon
CARTOON

Bippy the Punk Chicken 4/-/83 Otersen, Bill
CHILDBIRTH

Local news 11/-/83 anon
Taking control of birth process 8/31/84 Menzel, Marjorie
CITY

1/-/84 Vanderbrink, Gail
11/-/83 Bradley, Steven

Recycling, smoking, buses etc.

You may have missed it the first time
CO-0PS

A newspaper of independent means
Canopy wants to cover members
Cooperative Coffeehouse?

Good life closes iIts doors
Progressing to Tallahassee

5/-/84 MclLane, Tana
9/-/82 Free, Geoff
1/-/84 Mac, Susan

9/-/82 Hill, Joe
5/-/84 Alovus, Jan

Review: Co-op America 6/-/83
Tallytopia: A decade and more 5/-/84 Johansen, Jerry
Ujima Food Buying Club 5/-/84 anon

CO-0P BOOKS
Book co-op closes, (oo
Co-op Books: what happened?

9/-/82 Brown, Frank
11/4/82 Johnson, Rick

Response to R. Johnson interview 3/10/83 Ramm, Hartmut
CO-0P, M:SCC
I The Outer Magnohan 5/-/84 Johansen, Jerry

CO-0OP, COMMUNITY

Trouble in River City

CO-0OP, FINANCES

Canopy Credit Union goings-on

9/-/82 McLane, Tana

6/-/83 Andrews, Geoffrey

Being my first attempt at indexing, a few words of explanation are in order: each article
appears exactly once; that is, there is no cross-referencing. This is not because I don't like

The following index lists articles published in the last two of SPECTRUM s six years of
existence. The current issue is not included, as it was not yet complete when I put the
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FEVER
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NEW HOURS:

RECORDS AND TAPES
NEW AND USED

| WEEKLY $4.99 : $5.99
ALBUM SPECIALS!!

LOWEST PRICES ON BLANK TAPES IN TOWN!

TDK-SA 90's and MAXELL UDXL 1190's ONLY $2.99 EACH
WE PAY CASH FOR YOUR USED RECORDS AND TAPES

MON.-SAT. 11:00-9:00
OPEN SUN. 1:00-6:00
PHONE: 224-8453

CO-0OP, HISTORY

Tallytopia: a decade of cooperation
CO-0OP, HOUSEHOLD

Sharing Tools, transportation
CO-0OP, LAND

Best investment, The; review
Turning toward town

CO-0OP, LEON COUNTY FOOD
Active idealism in hard times
Board elections in December
Co-op women play softball

Early Days

Here are specific ways to participate
Invitation to a treasure hunt

LCFC announcements

LCFC takes $10,000 gamble
Meeting in the spirit of cooperation
Paid cashiers, munching ban
Racism at the food co-op?
Remembering Back

Response to accusations of raci
Think about this before you
COCKROACHES

Household tips and product testimonials
COLORING BOOK

An American nuclear family,
COMMUNITY

Changes in the wind for Shady Lunch
Cycling, recycling and more
Tallahassee: a pictorial history
COMPUTERS

Computer BBSs Link Hackers
Supercomputer: Are we getting
CONFLICT RESOLUTION
Resolving disputes takes patiece
CONTRACEPTIVES

Cervical caps: FDA & politics
CRIME

A lovely idea (for Tallahassee?)
CURRENT EVENTS

Making connections

DEATH

Life, death and politics

Tears of interment

DOGS

Dogs of 1983

EDITORIAL POLICY

What happens behind the scenes
EDUCATION

A grassroots movement
Aquaculture is gardening too
ELECTIONS

Bob Hurst wd plan growth as commissioner
Candidates not seriously addressing issues
Curry interviewed

Demystifying candidates & issues
Kim O'Connor challenges Fuqua
Politics in the air

Reject! Reject! Reject!
EMPLOYMENT

Non-traditional jobs for women
Southern Sound: Ken Beattie

Il you use, but don't recycle. lwo
aluminum cans per day. you waste more
enersy than is used daily by each ol a
BILLION human beings in poorer lands

1/-/84 Johansen, Jerry
5/-/84 Muller, Nancy

12/9/82 Teich, Larry
/-/84 Miklowitz, Linda

11/4/82 Baker, Jack
11/4/82 Baker, Jack
3/-/84 Jones, Renata G.
5/-/84 Handschy, Pat
9/-/82 Jordan, D/Muller, N
6/-/83 Johansen, Jerry
12/9/82 Crew, Mike
8/31/84 Miklowitz, Linda
1/27/83 Baker, Jack

5/-/84 Miklowitz, Linda

11/-/83 Brown, Frank
5/-/84 Seery, Pat

1/-/84 LCFC staff & BOD
1/-/84 LCFC Black caucus

9/-/82 Brown, Frank
12/9/82 anon
9/-/82 Havrilak, Rosemary
11/-/83 Vanderbrink, Gail
12/9/82 Greenwood, Carmy

8/31/84 Brown, Frank
8/31/84 Harrington, Tom

8/31/84 Miklowitz, Linda
1/27/83 Fairlie, Richard
1/27/83 anon
11/4/82 Beauchamp, Louise

1/-/84 Mack, Paul
1/-/84 Teich, Larry

1/-/84 Brown, Frank
3/10/83 McLane, Tana

1/-/84 Ratrie, S.L.
3/10/83 Powers, Debi

8/31/84 Brown, Frank
9/-/82 Taps, Marc

1/-/84 Ratrie, S.L.

9/-/82 Bunch, Morgan

8/31/84 Greenwood, Carmy

9/-/82 Greenwood, Carmy
9/-/82 Bunch, Morgan

12/9/82 Mariner, Vicki
4/-/83 McLane, Tana
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‘An Index of Past Issues

I've always wanted to do an index for SPECTRUM — for one thing, it makes a great
excuse for keeping stacks of old issues around. Having a computer brought the idea into
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Spring Valley, NY 10977

(914) 352-2295

(NATURAL FOODS & JUICE E Mlt)

at Governor’s Square Mall

Baked Goods ® Take-out Sandwiches

We specialize in delicious
food for healthful living

- B77-3972

BOOKS OF RUDOLF STEINER
ON NEW SOCIAL IDEAS
FREECATALOG!
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